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urine of these animals showed a strong positive Web-
ster's test.   The liver, spleen and kidneys of one of
these animals were very dark in color, due to the break-
ing up of the red blood ceils, and the deposition of the coloring matter in these organs.
From Dr. Haythorn's experiments, It seems that
the greatest danger from TNT poisoning comes' from
actually  swallowing  the  material.   More  does not
agree with this.   The effect of the TNT in the body
seems to be mostly on the liver, the poison	almost
totally destroying the cellular portion of this organ.
Several blood tests on patients afflicted	with TNT
poisoning  shows that the  substance  in many cases
attacks the red blood corpuscles, depositing the coloring
matter of these corpuscles in the various organs	such as
spleen and kidneys.
The differences in the results obtained	by the work
done by More and Haythorn, together with the fact
that in some plants TNT poisoning is quite prevalent,
while in others it Is practically nil, has suggested	that
the poisonous effects may not be due to TNT itself,
but to a phenylnitromethane;  that is, a toluence	ni-
trated in the side chain.   It is known that these phen-
ylnitromethanes are very poisonous.   It is also known
that in some cases these -compounds are formed dur-
ing the nitration of toluene; for instance., if the nitric
acid concentration of the acid mixture becomes very
loWj or if the temperature rises very high.   In this way
some samples of TNT may contain the toxic phenyl-
Ditromethanes, while other samples may be free from
them.   This would explain the difference in toxic
effect of the various TNT samples, and the variation
in results obtained.
